BLUE RIBBON COMMISSION
ON PUBLIC EDUCATION

The Blue Ribbon Commission on Public Education was established in
March 2026 by North Carolina Governor Josh Stein, Senate President Pro
Tempore Phil Berger and Speaker of the House Destin Hall. The
Commission is a joint bipartisan effort to study the structure and
implementation of public education in the State. The Commission’s work
is rooted in North Carolina’s constitutional mandate to provide all children
with the opportunity to receive a “sound, basic public education” (North
Carolina Supreme Court, Leandro v. State, 1997).

Created by Executive Order No. 34
and an Authorization Letter issued
by the North Carolina General
Assembly, the Commission

Throughout 2026, the Commission
will study the structure and
implementation of public education
in the State, examining critical

consists of 29 members from
education, business and
government sectors across the
state. The Commission is co-
chaired by Dr. Don Martin, Chair of
the Forsyth County Board of
Commissioners, and Anne
Faircloth, President of Buffalo
Investments and Lafayette Farms.

areas for improvement, including:

e Teacher training and student
advancement

e Administrative operations

e Educational leadership

e Accountability

The Commission’s proposed recommendations will be provided to the
Executive and Legislative branches in early 2027.

For more information on the Blue Ribbon Commission on Public
Education, including membership, meeting dates, and resources,
go to fi.ncsu.edu/blue-ribbon-commission-on-public-education



RELEVANT BACKGROUND

Bipartisan commissions and state-convened committees play a consequential role in
shaping education policy. Over the past decade, North Carolina has convened several
such bodies to study public schools, with recommendations that have helped inform
legislation, North Carolina Department of Public Instruction programs, and state budget
decisions. This brief provides a high-level overview of several commissions and
committees; it is not exhaustive and does not include task forces.

COMMISSION ON ACCESS TO SOUND BASIC EDUCATION | 2017-2020

This Commission on Access to Sound Basic Education’ created by Gov. Roy Cooper
represented a diverse, multi-sector group of stakeholders who met 14 times and in
work groups to develop recommendations? on key areas to ensure a sound basic
education. These areas and corresponding recommendations included the
following:

Finance and resources. Ten funding adjustments to ensure adequate per-
student funding, stronger support for high-needs students, statewide salary
schedules, and full operational funding for schools.

Teachers. Comprehensive teacher workforce reforms covering recruitment,
preparation, compensation, induction, retention, and career pathways, with
targeted incentives for teachers in low-wealth school districts or high-poverty
schools.

Principals. Reforms to principal and assistant principal preparation,
compensation, and professional development, including alignment with national
standards, paid internships, scaled district partnerships, and revised salary
structures.

Early childhood and “whole child.” A stronger early learning continuum from birth
through third grade, including expansion of Smart Start and NC Pre-K, early
intervention services, elementary school readiness, and improved cross-sector
data systems.

Assessments and accountability. A restructured system incorporating multiple
measures of school performance (chronic absenteeism, school climate, student
discipline, extended-year graduation rates, and college and career readiness),
clearer proficiency and growth metrics, and expanded North Carolina
Department of Public Instruction capacity to support low-performing schools.

The Commission’s recommendations, along with the 2019 Sound Basic Education
for All Action Plan,® were integrated into the Leandro Comprehensive Remedial
Plan* filed with the Superior Court in March 2021.
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THE HUNT-LEE COMMISSION | 2022

This bipartisan panel of leaders from education, government, business, and philanthropy
was convened in partnership with the Hunt Institute. The group met four times in 2022,
focusing on broad themes of access, alignment, funding, and transitions. Subject matter
experts were invited to each meeting to address key challenges identified by the
Commissioners. The Commission’s 16 recommendations, published in its final report,® fell
into three categories: Build on What We Have, Invite and Test New Ideas, and Implement
Proven Solutions, and included the following:

e Teacher support and compensation, including pay supplements and loan forgiveness to
attract National Board-Certified Teachers to high-need schools, expansion of the
Advanced Teaching Roles initiative, and new investments to grow the school leader
pipeline.

¢ Bridging the middle-to-high-school transition through research-based pilot programs
targeting English Learners, students struggling academically, and students with
disabilities.

e Strengthening the North Carolina Longitudinal Data System (NCLDS) with added
analyst capacity, standardized data-sharing practices, and new dashboards to help
policymakers track student progress across the continuum and into the workforce.

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON AN EDUCATION SYSTEM FOR NC'S FUTURE | 2022

The committee of nine representatives traveled the state in 15 meetings to gather input and
receive presentations and public comment on reimagining the state’s K-12 system.
Recommendations® called for the following:
¢ Continued study of essential content for students to become career and college ready.
¢ Continued review of educator pay and adjustment of job duties to ensure high-quality
educator workforce.
o Further study of strategies to create safe learning environments.
¢ Further study of the student assessment system to increase its utility to teachers,
parents and students.
¢ Adjustments to the school calendar to better fit the needs of students and educators.
¢ A constitutional amendment to determine division of authority between SBE and the
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
While no bills were attached, a parallel 2022 House Select Committee on Advancing
Women in STEM’ produced enacted legislation: the Increasing Engagement in STEM Grant
Program® and a related Computer Science High School Graduation Requirement.®
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION REFORM | 2024

This committee met six times to hear presentations to examine and make
recommendations on key areas of K-12 education reform. The Committee produced a
report’ providing findings and recommendations ahead of the short session, which
included:

¢ Further assessment of teachers’ compensation and identification of ways to attract and
retain teachers in hard-to-staff positions.

¢ Continued support for the Advanced Teaching Roles Program and additional monitoring
and further implementation of the program.

¢ Continued support for student access to technology and development of a plan to
identify sustainable funding streams for refreshing devices currently in schools.

e Sustained investments in DPI's learning loss recovery efforts including early grade
literacy and mathematics, providing targeted and evidence-based reading and
mathematics interventions in middle grades; STEM initiatives aligned to workforce
priorities.

e Support for DPI's efforts to ensure all students are prepared for Math 1.

¢ Modification of current A-F school performance grades model that would create a
summative grade built on an average of individual school performance grades in four
areas (academics, progress, readiness, and opportunity).

e Continued efforts to ensure students have access to school professionals and study of
the impact of funding at the recommended student to professional ratios on student
outcomes.

¢ Further study of the impact of a new principal salary schedule on principal recruitment
and retention, and of charter school funding, particularly regarding the applicability of
local current expense funds (Fund 8) to charter schools.

No bill proposals were attached.
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